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Mumbai: A young transgen-
der film-maker claims she has
been asked to vacate a flat in
Jogeshwari she moved into a
couple of weeks ago as the
owner feels it is a “family so-
ciety” and doesn’t want “gay
people” living in his house as
neighbours might object.

“He probably used the word
gay because he may not know
what transgender is,” said Joe
Paul, describing what her bro-
ker Jehangir told her on Mon-
day. On being contacted, Je-
hangir said it was his mistake,
he should have checked with
the owner whether he would
rent to a single person.

Paul, a 28-year-old free-
lance ad-film director from
Kolkata, refuted the broker’s

claim that she was being asked
to move out because she was
single; she was clear that she
was being asked to leave on
grounds of her sexuality.

She had faced harassment
for the past three months at
the flat where she was staying
earlier and was looking for-
ward to some peace of mind in
her new home.

Report of the discrimina-
tion comes a year after the Su-
preme Court conferred third
gender status on India’s trans-
gender community. 

“On several occasions, I
asked Jehangir whether I
would face any problem living
here because of my gender. He
assured me I could live in
peace for the 11 months of my
contract,” Paul said. TOI was
unable to get through to flat
owner Naseem.
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New Delhi: The Centre has
set the ball rolling by taking
many decisions on its ambi-
tious clean Ganga mission
but it may find it difficult to
keep it moving in absence of
e-flow (ecological flow) of the
river. Flagging her concerns
against the major culprit (hy-
dro-power projects), the
Union water resources min-
ister Uma Bharti has asked
different ministries includ-
ing environment and power
to take a cautious approach
while allowing construction
of any new dam on the river.

Her ministry is particu-
larly against the six conten-
tious hydro power projects in
Uttarakhand which, it
thinks, would severely affect
the e-flow of the Ganga. 

Bharti even invoked a 99-
year old agreement that was

gy. The water resources min-
istry has argued that big
dams pose major hurdles in
maintaining the e-flow of the
river which is important to
keep it clean once the minis-
try gets industries and urban
bodies to stop discharging un-
treated water into the river.

It also noted that even the
zero-discharge policy can't
move unless the government
ensures e-flow of the river
through multiple measures.

The ministry in its note al-
so pointed out said that these
hydro power projects have ei-
ther not started or under very
initial stages of construction
and therefore the loss to the
exchequer may not be very
large. Bharti is learnt to have
even agreed to pay to the com-
panies\stakeholders from
the ‘Namami’ Ganga’s kitty
(Rs 20,000 crore) for the expen-
diture if the government de-
cides to scrap these projects.

urged both the environment
and power ministers not to
rush with the six proposed
hydro-electricity projects in
Uttarakhand and instead ex-
plore options like solar ener-

1916 when it was decided to
maintain uninterrupted
flow of the river while con-
structing irrigation canals
near Haridwar. 

Bharti is learnt to have

signed between the British
government and a group of
Hindu leaders, led by educa-
tionist and Banaras Hindu
University founder Pandit
Madan Mohan Malviya, in

Dams will hinder Clean Ganga: Uma
DAMS COME IN THE WAY OF CONTROLLING POLLUTION

➤ Rivers have self-cleansing 
ability provided they have 
uninterrupted flow of 
water round the year

➤ Uninterrupted
flow of water 
is possible if 
river gets its 
ecological
flow (e-flow)  

➤ E-flow 
refers to the 
quality, quantity 
and timing of water 
flows required to maintain 
functions, processes, 
and resilience of 
aquatic ecosystems

➤ If withdrawal of water from 
the river is higher than the 

discharge of waste, it 
leads to pollution

➤ Experts note that 
water withdrawal\
storage for 
hydroelectricity is 
endangering the 
health of the 
river Ganga

➤ Water resources 
ministry wants different 

ministries (environment and 
power) to look at the crucial 
issue of e-flow before going 
ahead with six power 
projects in Uttarakhand

THESE SIX CONTENTIOUS
PROJECTS (in MW) ARE

Lata-Tapovan
171

Kotlibhel IA
195

Jhellum Tamak
 128 

Alaknanda Badrinath                    
 300

Khirao Ganga
4.5

Bhyander Ganga
24.3

New Delhi: The CBSE on
Tuesday announced that it
would re-conduct the All In-
dia Pre Medical Test
(AIPMT) for medical and den-
tal courses on July 25.

Central Board of Second-
ary Education (CBSE) “decid-
ed to re-conduct the All India
Pre-Medical/Pre-Dental Test
- 2015 on July 25” following Su-
preme Court orders on June
15 and June 19, the board said
in a statement. It added that
no fresh applications would
be accepted and it would be a
“retest only in respect of the
candidates who had applied
within the stipulated time
from 01/12/2014 to 31/01/2015
with requisite fee”.

The Supreme Court gave
CBSE time till August 17 to con-
duct the examination and de-
clare the results of AIPMT. IANS

AIPMT retest
on July 25,
says CBSE
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